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fever -within, the dissolving of the spell as the red orbs flee far in the streaming eastern light — might well portend in poetry a genius as original as was Blake's in art.
The abundant alloy in. the substance of the work, however, and the rudeness of its execution justly condemned the volume to speedy oblivion. It brought neither fame to the poet nor money to the printer, and shortly after its publication the disappearance of Poe, which had already occurred, was followed by the removal of Thomas to New York. Neither in his stay in that city nor during Ms later life in Buffalo, N. Y., and Springfield, Mo., did Thomas, who lived until 1876, ever mention, either to his own family or, so far as is known, to his friends or associates, that his first venture in the book-trade was Poe's verses. In view of this fact,1 in connection with the general publication of reminiscences by all who were ever well acquainted with Poe, and the special interest of this obscure portion of his life, it may be safely inferred that Thomas never identified the first author he knew with the famous poet who wrote " The Raven." The obvious conclusion is that Poe lived in Boston under an assumed name.
Whether this were so or not, a few months had sufficed to exhaust Poe's resources, and he now found himself, a youth of eighteen, poor and friend-
1 Mrs. Martha (Thomas) Booth to the author, June 14, 1884.n of an ill-omened nature with the mortal
